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lawyer-secretaries of foreign relations of the united states 

The appointment of the Honorable Philander Chase Knox as Secre- 
tary of State is a subject of congratulation to those who believe that legal 
training and active practice at the bar or experience upon the bench are 
either essential to, or the best preparation for the conduct of the foreign 
relations of the United States. A successful business career to which is 
added experience in public life no doubt enables a secretary to administer 
his office acceptably; a knowledge of foreign relations, a high sense of 
justice, a willingness to see both sides of the question, and to weigh the 
comparative advantage and disadvantage of a proposed policy go far to 
settle satisfactorily a controversy; and grace and ease in discussion and 
skill in handling an antagonist will enable their fortunate possessor to 
uphold the dignity of his office and safeguard the interests of his country. 
But when we consider that a legal question is frequently involved in the 



